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We first met the happy, friendly, good-natured Professor Wu ZhengYi in 1978, soon after we arrived
in the People's Republic of China as members of a 10-person delegation selected by the Botanical Society
of America to participate in a month-long tour of botanical institutes, laboratories and gardens in the PRC.
Our delegation had been invited by the Chinese Science and Technology Association, following an earlier
visit by Yale Professor Arthur Galston, and was organized by BSA President Dr. Peter H. Raven (Missouri
Botanical Gardens) and led by Professor Lawry Bogorad (Harvard), both outstanding plant biologists and
members of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences.

For the members of our delegation, this was a wonderful opportunity to learn about and see first-

hand Chinese botanical science, and to meet the PRC leaders in the field such as Professor Wu ZhengYi. i
Our visit, before formal normalization of relations between the PRC and the USA, had been facilitated by das
the bilateral "ping-pong diplomacy" of the previous years and, as the first visit to the PRC by a delegation W
of American scientists - to be followed the next year by a reciprocal visit to the USA by our Chinese il
colleagues, including Professor Wu - it represented an initial step to establish trust and friendship between 2z
the two countries after many decades of dormancy. s
In retrospect, it is easy to see that this first small step, followed later by many such advances, played ;ﬁ
a role in the opening of interactions among scientists of the two countries that has been highly beneficial R

to all concerned. Like Professor Wu and his colleagues, we are pleased and proud to have a part of this
venture. But for the two of us the visit was even more eventful, for it was during this visit that we first met.
Two years later we married and have been companions, supporters, and best friends now for more than 30
years. It may be true that the 1978-1979 exchange visits of American and Chinese botanists played a role
in international relations, but it is certainly true that our participation changed our lives!

When we think of Professor Wu ZhengYi, we think of Kunming. Goodness gracious! What a
beautiful place with its endless subtropical botany, exquisite cuisine, and intricate Karst Forest - a geologic

wonder, resulting from the rise of the Himalayas, to the west, and weathering of the uplifted carbonate

rocks. But the shining light of our visit was the knowledge and professionalism of the Kunming botanists

with Prof. Wu ZhengYi, a famed plant systematist-taxonomist leading the charge.
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A poem by Kuo Mo-Ruo' (B7K#), President of the Academia Sinica, lighted our way as we entered
the hall of the Kunming Institute of Botany:

TERIT, BOET, Wondrous flowers, magnificent blooms,
et , TEARTR. Differing colors, varied perfumes,

AR EE, FEROE, You sooth our spirit, you please our eyes,
MM, EERRE You clothe our bodies, you sustain our lives,

You harmonize the air, you beautify the land,
On this Earth you forge a Heaven!

This verse, so very beautifully appropriate, chronicles Professor Wu’s work - his expertise, his life,
and his overall harmonious joy that infectiously affected us all. Thank you, dear Professor Wu ZhenYi. We
celebrate and salute you!

During the reciprocal visit in 1979 to the USA of a 10-person delegation of senior botanists from the
PRC, led by Professor Pei-sung Tang (Beijing Institute Botany), we became even better acquainted with
Professor Wu. In order to host this month-long visit, we took leave from our home institutions (JWS from
the University of California, Los Angeles, U.C.L.A.; JSM from the US National Science Foundation).
Accompanied for parts of the journey by Drs. Shain-dow Kung (University of Maryland) and William Tai
(Michigan State University), we had the great fun of squiring this group from the east, to the mid-west, to
the California west of the USA.

Early during this visit, at the University of Maryland, we came to understand a small but humorous
difference between Chinese and American cultures. For reasons that neither of us really understand, US
universities have mascots, most commonly a rather fearsome animal, that provides an epithet used to refer
both to the institution (e.g., the U.C.L.A. “Bruins, Bears”) and, particularly, to its sports teams. This, we
learned, is not the practice in China. So, when we arrived at the University of Maryland, the Chinese
delegation noticed a huge sign at the entrance to the campus that featured a large turtle (this university
being known as the “terrapins”). We were then asked, “What's the meaning of this turtle?” We explained -
and Wu and his colleagues laughed and laughed, finding it incredibly odd that a university should be named
after such a lowly creature (in Chinese, a “wang-ba F/\”), the lowest of the low, surpassed only by a
turtle's egg, “wang-ba-dan, T/\Z&").

“Days-in and days-out” we accompanied this prestigious group of Chinese botanists, who had arrived
freshly on the heels of the official normalization of relations between the two countries and at a time that
in China was known as the glorious “springtime of science” >.Wu ZhengYi was second in command of the
China delegation. Each morning, without exception - after all of the other members of the delegation were
in place and ready to depart - we observed the breathless hustling Leader Wu, invariably late, at the back
of the pack. After awhile, the two of us, privately and with fondness, accorded him the nick-name “Wu-

the-Slow”. His always late, plodding habit, however, in no way detracted from his wonderfully friendly

1 Shen-Miller, J (1979) The BSA Delegation trip to the Peoples Republic of China. BioScience 29 (5) : 300~305.
2 Tang, PS, prologue by J Shen-Miller (1980) Fifty Years of Plant Physiology in China: Aperlude to the New Long March. BioScience
30(8):524~528.



demeanor - he was, after all, both a kind and generous colleague and a world-class plant biologist - nor did
it detract from his monumental accomplishment as Editor of the multivolume monograph on the Flora of
China. Between the two of us, and though we never told him of this special salutation, we have always
used this affectionate tag - as we smile with admiration, respect and fondness for our favorite "slow-mover."

We are saddened by the passing of Professor Wu ZhengYi. Academician Wu’s telephone number
[5150660-4501] is still in our book. A scholarly portrait of our special friend, "Wu-the-Slow" of the
Kunming Institute of Botany, is prominently displayed on the bulletin board of CSEOL, the U.C.L.A.
Center for the Study of Evolution and the Origin of Life. We remember Professor Wu with fondness,

respect, homage, and jubilance for a life well spent!
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